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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, UR, US 

SUBJECT: PRAVDA ON WHITE HOUSE TTBT STATEMENT 

1 . PRAVDA APRIL 3 REPORTS THE OFFICIAL STATEMENT "BEING 
DISTRIBUTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE" ON THE THRESHOLD 
TEST BAN TREATY. THE ARTICLE PARAPHRASES THE MARCH 31 

WHITE HOUSE STATEMENT, OMITTING ONLY THE SENTENCE EXPLAINING 
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION HAD DECIDED NOT TO SUBMIT THE 
TREATY FOR RATIFICATION UNTIL THE PEACEFUL NUCLEAR EXPLOSION 
TREATY IS SIGNED AND THE SENTENCE RELATING POSSIBLE 
WEAPONS-RFJ . ATATF.D BENEFITS TO PNES. 

2. COMMENT: THOUGH THE U.S. STATEMENT ANNOUNCING OUR 
INTENTION NOT TO CARRY OUT WEAPONS TESTS OVER 150 KT WAS 
MADE PUBLIC A FULL DAY BEFORE THE CORRESPONDING STATEMENT 
BY THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, THE TWO STATEMENTS WERE PRESENTED 
TO THE SOVIET PUBLIC IN THE REVERSE ORDER. PRAVDA APRIL 2 
CARRIED THE SOVIET STATEMENT OFFERING TO HALT SUCH TESTS 

IF THE U.S. DOES THE SAME; APRIL 3 PRAVDA CARRIES THE 
U.S. STATEMENT IN WHAT COULD BE CONSTRUED, BY SOVIET 
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READERS, AS A REPLY TO THE SOVIET STATEMENT. 
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